
 

 

              Please take a look at what we will be learning during the Spring term.  

The themes being studied this term are: Animals including humans and Our local area 

Religious 
Education 

Our first topic in RE is Families and Celebrations. Teaching will focus on encouraging 
the children to reflect and discuss their experiences on what it means to be part of 
their home and school family. Following on from this, the children will learn about the 
importance and significance of being part of the church family. As part of this, your 
child will also learn about the signs and symbols of Baptism. We will also focus on the 
presentation in the temple story. The children will hear how Jesus’ family took him to 
the temple and they will reflect upon why this is a special celebration.  
During the second part of the term the topic is focused on Following Jesus. The 
children will learn about the story of the Good Samaritan as well as understand the 
important message it gives to us as followers of Jesus.  

English 

Reading:  

 Bog baby  

 The dot  

 The smartest giant in town  

 Supertato  

 Grandad’s Island  

 Wombat goes walkabout  
 
Writing: 

 Instructions 

 Character descriptions  

 Setting descriptions  

 Writing recounts   
 
Grammar: 

 Using question marks and exclamation marks  

 Write sentences with capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  

 Use and to join two clauses.  

 Use the suffix ing  
 
Spelling: 

 Daily phonics sessions and weekly spelling lists  

 Spelling common exception words  
 

Maths 

In the Spring term the children will learn the following in maths: 
 
Addition and Subtraction (within 20): 

 Add by counting on  

 Add ones using number bonds  

 Find and make number bonds to 20 

 Add by making 10  
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 Subtraction – not crossing 10  

 Subtraction – not crossing 10 (counting back)  

 Subtraction – crossing 10 (counting back)  

 Subtraction – crossing 10 

 Related facts  

 Compare number sentences  
 
Place Value (within 50): 

 Counting to 50 by making tens  

 Numbers to 50 

 Counting forwards and backwards within 50 

 Tens and ones  

 Represent numbers to 50 

 One more one less  

 Compare objects within 50 

 Compare numbers within 50 

 Order numbers within 50 

 Count in 2’s  

 Count in 5’s  
 
Length and Height: 

 Compare lengths  

 Compare heights  

 Compare lengths and heights  

 Measuring lengths (non-standard units) 

 Measure length  

 Introduce the ruler  

 Measure length  

 Adding length problems  

 Subtracting length problems  

  
Weight and Volume : 

 Introduce weight and mass 

 Measure mass 

 Compare mass 

 Weight and mass problems  

 Introduce capacity and volume  

 Measure capacity  

 Compare capacity  

Science 

Our current science topic is animals including humans, where the children will learn 
about different ways of grouping animals based on their characteristics. They will also 
look at the structure of their bodies and what they eat. Throughout the rest of the 
year pupils will continue to observe the changes across the seasons. All of the above 
topics will promote the children’s scientific enquiry skills through asking questions, 
close observation, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying and carrying out simple 
tests. 

Humanities In geography we are studying our local area. Children will continue to develop their 
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fieldwork and map skills.  

 Recognise familiar places in the local area 

 Use maps to gather information about the local area 

 Locate places  

 Use simple compass directions  

 Recognise basic map symbols  

 Make simple observations  

 Use fieldwork to study the geography of the local area  

 Use aerial photographs to recognise basic human and physical features 

 Recognise housing types 
 
In history we are studying kings and queens. Children will learn about significant 
British monarchs. They will learn about Richard III, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria.  

Computing 

This half term the children will have an E-Safety session where they will learn about 
some of the risks of online computing and ways in which we can stay safe on line. 
This term the children will continue to use the computer to create digital art which 
will be linked to the current topics. They will also begin their coding lessons.  

Physical 
Education 

Throughout this first half term children will continue to develop their fundamental 
movement skills of agility, balance and coordination and ball handling skills through a 
range of fun games. Children will develop their dynamic balances on a line, static 
balances, counter balances and ball skills.  
They will also take part in Forest School workshops where they will explore the 
outdoors through a range of different physical activities. 

Art 

We are currently reviewing our Art Curriculum and there will be details to follow. 
Children will continue to craft, draw and paint in Discovery Time and will work 
creatively in RE and Humanities. 

Design 
Technology 

In design technology we will learn about good food hygiene rules and learn how to 
use kitchen equipment to prepare food safely. Children will make and evaluate dips 
and dippers. Children will also develop their understanding of the eat well plate.  

Music 

Children will continue to learn traditional hymns. We will also learn about the 
difference between pulse, rhythm and pitch as we explore the unit ‘Hey you’. 
Children will develop their singing and improvisation skills.  

PSHCE 

Through role play and circle time we will discuss our thoughts and feelings on kind 
and unkind words and actions, choices, feelings and responsibilities.   
Children will also have the opportunity to reflect upon how we can use our virtues to 
‘live out’ God’s teachings to become ‘better’ stewards of his creation, for ourselves 
and others. 
 

Through prayer and discussion we will explore our weekly ‘Virtues to live by’ and how 

these statements impact upon our thoughts and feelings, actions, choices and 

responsibilities.  

‘Virtues  to Live By’ are printed on the school Catholic life newsletter each week.  

 
We will continue following the Ten:Ten resources. 
Our focus this term is Being Safe. 
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We will think about good and bad secrets, physical contact, harmful substances and 
the emergency services. 
 

We continue to work through the Ten:Ten Personal Relationships scheme and will let 

you know when any sensitive content is to be delivered. 

Please note that you can access the parental portal to look at the scheme in detail at 

www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal   

school login: st-josephs-wf10 

school password: castle-red 
 
 

 
 
 
Class Information 
 
PE  
Please come to school in full PE kit on Mondays and Tuesdays.  

Homework  

Homework tasks and the spelling list is set on Google Classroom on Mondays. Tasks are due in the 
following Monday.  

Please read your school reading book and comment in the reading record three times a week.  

School Reading book 

Your child will bring their reading book and reading record home each night. Please make sure it is 
returned to school each day so we can listen to your child read in school and change their book 
accordingly. It is important to read and re-read books in order to develop reading by sight without 
overt blending.  

We really look forward to a successful term and once again thank you in advance for your continued 
support and encouragement you give to your child. We hope that you find this letter helpful when 
talking to your child about their work and please do ask if you have any further questions 

Kind regards, 

Miss Haley               Year 1 Class Teacher  

http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal

