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Mission Statement 

We at St Joseph’s believe that the Catholic Faith should be central to and permeate all 

aspects of school life. We aim to achieve this through the teaching of the curriculum, 

prayer and worship. 

 

All members of the staff at St Joseph’s both teaching and support staff should be 

encouraged and supported to develop their talents and skills for their own professional 

development and for the benefit of the school. 

 

We aim to foster a caring environment where individuals value and respect one another. 

We should develop effective communication through sensitive talking and listening. 

 

We should positively encourage and enable the children to fulfil their own potential, 

building their self- confidence and self-esteem and equipping them with the knowledge 

and skills they will require in later life. 

 

We aim to increase each child’s awareness of the need for discipline and ultimately 

develop self-discipline. 

We recognise the importance of and aim to develop a working reciprocal partnership 

between home, school and parish. We also encourage the children to take an interest in 

and play an active part in the wider community. 

 

As followers of Jesus Christ our Mission at St Joseph’s is to provide the opportunity for 

each individual to develop intellectually, morally and spiritually in a happy and caring 

environment. 

 

 

‘Walking with Jesus as one family’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rationale of Religious Education 
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 The primary purpose of Catholic Religious Education is to come to know and understand God’s 
revelation which is fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ…In the person of Christ, the deepest 
meaning of what it is to be human — that we are created by God and through the Holy Spirit 
united with Christ in his Incarnation — is discovered. This revelation is known through the 
scriptures and the tradition of the Church as taught by the Magisterium. Religious Education 
helps the pupil to know and experience the meaning of this revelation in his or her own life and 
the life of the community which is the Church.1  

 Religious Education is a core subject in the Catholic school and as such is planned, taught, 
assessed and monitored with the same rigour as other core curriculum subjects.  

 For some in the classroom, Religious Education may well be received as catechesis, deepening 
and enhancing their personal faith; for some it will be evangelisation, the first time they will 
have been presented, personally, with the truths of living faith. Nevertheless, its primary 
purpose is the step by step study of the mystery of Christ, the teaching of the Church and its 
application in daily life. The criteria by which it is to be judged are educational.2 

  ‘Catholics believe that Religious Education is not one subject amongst many, but the foundation 
of the entire education process. The beliefs and values it communicates should inspire and unify 
every aspect of school life’3  

 The outcome of Religious Education is religiously literate and engaged young people who have 
the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect 
spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious 
commitment in everyday life.4 

 

Roles and responsibilities 

Role Responsibilities 

Head teacher  
 
Head teacher will 
decide which of 
these responsibilities 
will be allocated to 
other members of 
SLT. 

 Overall responsibility for effective leadership of RE in the school. 

 To draw up annual RE monitoring calendar.  

 Budget and plan time for RE Co-ordinator to monitor subject effectively 
and attend relevant training. 

 To share School Development Plan with RE Co-ordinator. 

 To inform the RE Co-ordinator of any relevant diocese or BKCAT 
updates and meetings. 

Deputy 
Headteacher/Interim 
Assistant 
Headteachers 

 Responsibilities delegated from the headteacher 

RE Co-ordinator 
 
See also appendix 1 

 Policy development, implementation and review. 

 Monitoring and evaluation of teaching and learning of RE including 
lesson observations, book scrutinies. 

 Provide training as appropriate for those involved in curriculum 
delivery. 

 Provide information for parents 

 Update School Academy Councils as appropriate 

 To produce, monitor and evaluate action plan for RE, linked to School 
Development Plan. 

                                                           
1 Religious Education Curriculum Directory, Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 2012, p. 3 
2 Religious Education in Catholic Schools, a statement from the Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 2000, p. 8-9 
3 Bishops Conference of England and Wales, 1988 
4 Religious Education Curriculum Directory, Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 2012, p. 6 
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 To analyse collated data termly for RE, identifying areas of strength and 
areas of development. 

 To ensure adequate coverage in place so that all year groups receive 
the statutory entitlement for RE. 

 To audit, review and purchase resources within an agreed school 
budget. 

Classroom Teachers  To use the Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic 
Schools and Colleges in England and Wales 2012 edition to map 
coverage of RE for their year group for the year. 

 To use the Religious Education Curriculum Directory and Diocesan 
resources to plan and deliver engaging RE lessons. 

 To create inspiring learning environments that are conducive to 
children making good progress. 

 To assess children against the Religious Education Curriculum Directory 
for RE, via submitting data to the RE Coordinator. 

 To use the self- assessment statements for each topic. 

 To use analysis of data to identify target groups for appropriate 
intervention.  

 To attend relevant training. 

Support Staff  To work under the guidance and support of Class Teacher in delivering 
the RE curriculum. 

 To deliver interventions and in class support for RE to help children to 
achieve their personal targets. 

 To attend relevant training. 

Parents  To support their child’s RE development through the following:  

 Supporting the Catholic identity of the school. 

 Supporting children with homework 

 Providing children with opportunity to talk about the Catholic life of 
the school. 

School Academy 
Council 

 To monitor and ratify the RE policy. 

 To nominate one member of the Council to engage with the school 
with regards to RE. 

 To have an awareness of current strengths and areas for development 
in RE at our school. 

BKCAT Trust  To consider the development of generic policies which reflect the 
values and ethos upheld by the Academy Trust. 

 

 

Curriculum religious education in Catholic schools aims to: 

 present a comprehensive content which engages pupils and is the basis of knowledge and 
understanding of the Catholic faith; 

 enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to 
communicate this effectively; 

 present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching so that pupils can make a 
critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society; 

 raise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order to 
respect and understand them; 

 develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily life; 
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 stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth 
of the Catholic faith; 

 enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their 
understanding of other subjects in the curriculum; 

 bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture.4 

 

Curriculum time allocation 

In line with Bishops’ Conference recommendations, 10% of curriculum time is allocated to Religious 
Education. This does not include Collective Worship which is in addition to time given for curriculum 
teaching.  The teaching of R.E, should where possible, take place twice a week in KS1 and KS2. 

 

Religious Education in the classroom 

Since the total curriculum in our school is based on the values of the Gospel and because we see all 

education as revealing the mystery of God, we recognise two aspects of Religious Education in the 

school:- 

 Implicit, or unstructured Religious Education – those opportunities which arise in the course of 
the school day to lead pupils through curriculum content or through relationships to a religious 
understanding of their implications. It is the policy of this school to use such opportunities as 
they arise. 

 Explicit, or Curriculum Religious Education – those timetabled or planned periods of time given 
to an explicit consideration of Religious Education in the classroom. It is the policy of this school 
to give at least 10% of the timetable to Curriculum Religious Education. This does not include 
Collective Worship 

 

Programmes of Study 

To fulfil the above aims and to address the 4 areas of study outlined in the Curriculum Directory – 

Revelation, Church, Celebration and Life in Christ  - our school uses ‘The Way, the Truth and the Life’ 

programme as recommended by the Diocese of Leeds. We will continue to use the planning sheets 

provided by the Diocese to help us to do this.  

We adhere to the process recommended by the Curriculum Directory of Revelation, Church, Celebration 

and Life in Christ and use ‘The Way the Truth and the Life’ along with age related expectations to do 

this. We assess against age related expectations and children use the self assessment statements for 

each topic. 

 

Our starting point in Religious Education is Revelation. God reveals himself through the Gospel, allowing 

the children to grow in knowledge and understanding of their faith. Also, God is always the initiator in 

the history of our creation and redemption; it is his revealing of himself that makes classroom religious 

education possible. To begin with revelation ensures that we respect the revealed nature of Christian 

faith. 

From revelation we move onto Church; in other words, we consider how revelation gives life to the 

Church. The Church is the bearer of God’s revelation and the means by which human beings live out 

their response to revelation, enlivened by the Holy Spirit.  
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From here we focus on two aspects of the Church’s response to God’s revelation; Celebration – the 

liturgical and sacramental life of the Church and Life in Christ – the moral life and the pursuit of 

holiness. These allow the children to celebrate their learning and to appreciate the connection between 

life and faith. Through this stage, children are enabled to develop their personal relationship with God. 

However, attempts to make clear connections between the truths of faith and the pupils’ experience of 

life are essential.’5 

Methodology 

Teaching in Religious Education should help people be attentive to the meaning of their experiences, 

illumined by the light of the Gospel, so that they may respond to God more fully. Experience can also 

make the Christian message more intelligible. It ‘serves in the examination and acceptance of the truths 

which are contained in the deposit of Revelation.’6 A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be 

used from across the curriculum adapted appropriately to the needs and learning styles of pupils. 

 

Teaching Other Faiths 

The teaching of World religions at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Castleford, prepares our 

pupils for life in modern Britain, giving them an understanding of the beliefs of others. This in 

turn will improve social cohesion and contribute to the common good by increasing mutual 

respect between those of different religions.  We understand the importance of learning about 

the religion and cultures of those who do not share the Catholic faith, as it is one of the ways in 

which we, as a Catholic school, embody the call to love one’s neighbour. As the Church says, 

“The love for all men and women is necessarily also a love for their culture.” (Congregation for 

Catholic Education p61).   

The staffs of St Joseph’s also endeavour to promote “a willingness… to try to understand better 

the religion of one’s neighbours, and to experience something of their religious life and 

culture.” (Catholic Bishops' Conference p3).   

Also, some of the children in our school are practising members of other faiths and our school 

values the need to be places of hospitality for these children. It is an act of respect and courtesy 

that our curriculum helps them to reflect on the nature of their own religious identity. As the 

Church says, “All children and young people [including those of other faiths in our Catholic 

school] must have the same possibilities for arriving at the knowledge of their own religion as 

well as of elements that characterise other religions.” (Congregation for Catholic Education)  

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_201310

28_dialogo-interculturale_en.html  

Our Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children begin to learn the key principals of the world 

religions actively through story.  Our Lower Key Stage 2 children will then strengthen their 

knowledge of the key principals and followings with a more detailed study, where our children 

learn about a range of elements such as: the places of worship, religious symbols, and key 

festivals.  We develop this further with our Upper Key Stage 2 children, as they begin to deepen 

their understanding through comparative work of the world religions, to that of the Catholic 

                                                           
5 The Way, the Truth & the Life, Teacher Book 4, CTS, 2004, p. 4 
6 Briefing, 26 May 1994, quoting General Directory for Catechesis, 74b 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/CBCEW-Home/Departments/Dialogue-and-Unity/Other-Religions/Bishops-Document
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/%20http:/www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
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faith.  They specifically compare the major followings of the faiths from: scripture to the 

religious founding leaders or even morals of the faiths. 

 

Year 5 

  

Islam 
  

A brief study of the 

Qur’an and how this 

enables Muslims to live a 

Islam 
  

Study of the five 

pillars of Islam.  For 

each Pillar, the 

Islam 
  

Visit Islamic place of 

worship  
  

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Foundation 
Stage 

 

Judaism 
 

The Seder Meal 
 

Judaism 
 

Study of Jewish 
patterns / art 

 

Year 1 
Islam 

 
Symbols of Islam 

Islam 
 

The 5 pillars of Islam 
 
 

Islam 
 

The story of Eesa. 
 

Year 2 

Judaism 
 

What is Judaism? 
Similarities / differences 

to Christianity 

Judaism 
 

The story of Passover 
 

Judaism 
 

Study of Jewish place 
of worship 

- synagogue 
Discussion of the 

features of a 
synagogue 

Key Stage 2 teaching of other faiths enables pupils to compare and contrast to Christianity. 

Year 3 

Islam 
 

What is Islam? 
Similarities / differences 

to Christianity 

Islam 
 

Study of Ramadan. 
 

Study of Islamic 
patterns. 

Islam 
 

A study of Islamic 
celebrations and 

festivals 
 

Year 4 

Judaism 
Go through some of the 
key important symbols 

of Judaism: 
- The Star of David 

- The Menorah 
- The Mezuzah 

- The Torah 
- The Ark 

 

Judaism 
 

Examine symbols in 
Christianity and 

whether any of them 
compare with the 

symbols of Judaism. 
 
 

Examine Passover to 
link into the work done 
on Moses and the Last 

Supper. 
 

Judaism 
 

A study of Jewish 
celebrations and 

festivals  
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good live.  Children to 

write a set of instructions 

about how to live a good 

life. 
  
  

children are to carry 

out activities such as 

writing their own 

prayers, considering 

how they can be 

deputies for God and 

creating a journey for 

themselves which will 

bring them closer to 

God. 
  

Study of the Islamic 

place of worship – 

Mosque. 

Discussion / 

Comparison of the 

features of a mosque. 
  

Year 6 

Judaism 
  

Children to examine Israel 

as a holy place for 

Judaism.  Read and 

discuss information which 

discussed Jewish roots 

which stem back to 

Abraham and review the 

importance of Abraham to 

Jews. 
  

Children are to learn the 

importance of Israel in the 

Torah. 

Judaism 
  

Examine a selection of 

images of Israel and 

then ask the children 

to consider why Israel 

is so important for 

Jews and also why is 

it so important for 

Christians. 

Judaism 
Examine the role of 

the Rabbi and 

Synagogues and 

compare to that of a 

Priest in a Church. 
  

Visit Jewish place of 

worship 

 

In Key Stage 2 the other faiths  are also taught through links made to The Way, The Truth, The Life 

Scheme as outlined below. 

Year 3: study different aspects of Judaism;  

In 3.3 Called to Change, they study the Jewish Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur.  

In 3.4 Eucharist, they study the Sabbath for Jews. 

In 3.5 Celebrating Easter and Pentecost, they study Jewish Feast of Pentecost. 

In 3.6 Being a Christian, they study St Paul, the Pharisee. 

Year 4: the focus is primarily Judaism, however, there is also a module on other faith communities. 

In 4.1 The Bible, they learn about Jewish Scriptures. 

In 4.3 Jesus the Teacher, they learn about the Temple and the Synagogue. 

In 4.6 Belonging to the Church, they learn about other faith communities. 

Year 5: is the focus year in the teaching of other faiths. 

In 5.2 The Commandments, they learn about the role of the Commandments in the Jewish faith. 

In 5.5 The Risen Jesus, they learn about prayer in Islam. 

In 5.6 People of Other Faiths, this module is the key module in the teaching of other faiths and gives an 

opportunity to extend their knowledge of other faiths and have the opportunity to learn about Islam, 

Hinduism, Sikhism and Judaism. 
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Year 6: children extend and apply their knowledge of other faiths, in particular Islam and Judaism. 

6.2 Justice, research on people of other faiths such as Mohandas Gandhi and the Prophet Mohammad 

and how they have fought for justice. 

6.3. Jesus the Bread of Life, children will learn about the Jewish festival of Passover. 

6.6. Called to Serve, research examples of people or organisations of other faiths who have used their 

talents and gifts to help those in need. 

Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting 

‘The purpose of assessment, recording and reporting in religious education is to ensure effective 

learning, to celebrate growth and achievement and enable further progress’7 

Rationale: 

We recognise that assessment, recording and reporting are a natural part of teaching and are integral to 

the learning process. They are continuous processes requiring a close partnership between teachers and 

pupils, and the involvement of others as appropriate. They are the responsibility of all teachers. We 

believe that assessment is at the heart of good teaching and use assessment for learning practices to 

support our assessments. We acknowledge that our approach to the assessment, recording and 

reporting of religious education will be broad in character and will recognise the innate dignity and 

worth of each individual. 

Practice: 

 All planning will take account of the concepts, attitudes, skills and knowledge highlighted in the 
Curriculum Directory8 and the Levels of Attainment in RE7, with Teachers medium and where 
appropriate, short term planning being a collaborative process which assists continuity and 
progression. 

 Assessment of standards is carried out according to Diocesan guidelines using the criteria in the 
Levels of Attainment booklet7 agreed by Bishops’ Conference. The school portfolio of pupils’ work 
contains samples of work from each teacher for each assessed topic covering a range of abilities, 
with an in - house standardisation meeting is held annually.  

 Marking pupil’s work will be approached positively and constructively so that it affirms and 
celebrates success and encourages future learning. Each teacher keeps a class record of assessed 
work and records of pupils’ progress. Recording will recognise the distinct nature of religious 
education. Regular use will be made of pupil evaluations. 

 Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers in a written report at 
the end of each academic year. It will provide feedback about the pupils achievement and progress.  

 Monitoring of teaching and learning will be carried out by the school senior leadership team with 
the assistance of the RE Co-ordinator. Monitoring includes: lesson observations, work scrutiny, 
display monitoring, pupil feedback and evaluation, planning scrutiny and assessment 
standardisation. 

                                                           
7 Levels of Attainment in Religious Education in Catholic Schools and Colleges, National Board of Religious 

Inspectors and Advisers,  1997 

8 Religious Education Curriculum Directory, Catholic Bishops’ Conference, 2012 
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Policy, Monitoring and Review 

This policy is monitored by the Religious Education co-ordinator, and is evaluated and reviewed by the 

whole staff and governors every year. 

APPENDIX 1 

The Role of the Co-ordinator for Religious Education 

Curriculum Design 

 Formulating a scheme of work and written policy for the Religious Education. 

 Ensuring that Religious Education reflects cross curricular concerns such as multicultural issues, 
equal opportunity and personal and social education. 

 Organising the integration of information technology computer assisted learning within the 
Religious Education. 

 Devising teaching and learning activities appropriate to the full ability range. 

 Fostering curriculum continuity, consistency, balance, match and progression. 

 Stimulating cross curricular approaches. 

 Organising whole school themes and activities  

 Contributing to the formulation of the whole school development plan. 

Communication 

 Communicating effectively within the school 

 Acting as a consultant to colleagues 

 Encouraging positive attitudes towards Religious Education 

 Informing newly appointed colleagues of school policy in the Religious Education 

 Liaising with the Headteacher, Governors, parents, the parish community and the Office for 
Education & Schools on matters relating to Religious Education. 

Assessment and Monitoring 

 Assessment and evaluation of the curriculum area, ensuring consistency with the school policy 

 Working with senior leaders on monitoring teaching and learning, planning and standards 
through lesson observations and work scrutiny according to school practice  

 Organising in-house moderation of standards meetings and organising and maintaining the 
school portfolio of pupils’ work. 

 Having oversight of and developing record keeping 

 Informing the head teacher of standards and developments within the curriculum. 

Resources   

 Auditing, managing and developing resources within a given budget. 

Professional Development 

 Arranging and organising school based in–service activities 

 Attending appropriate training and keeping up to date with current thinking, policy and 
developments and feeding back to staff. 

Covid Addendum 
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The COVID-19 Pandemic has meant that there has not been complete coverage of the 

curriculum in school during the Spring and Summer 2020. Whilst teachers have set projects, 

tasks etc to develop the RE skills, these have not been directly taught by the teacher. 

In order to ensure that the children have the knowledge that they need to access the 

curriculum, teachers will consult the previous year’s learning and amend planning to ensure 

that there is progression in skills, coverage and the acquiring sticky knowledge to close any gap 

in our children’s learning. 

 Assessments of RE will be made once the children have settled into school. These assessments 

will inform future planning and also enable the class teacher and the co-ordinator to have a 

thorough knowledge of where the children are up to in their learning, what coverage and 

progression has taken place and what knowledge has been retained. 

 APPENDIX 2 

Home – School – Parish Partnership 

We believe that parents are the first and foremost educators of their children and that we are called to 

support them in their God given task. 

We believe that this school, rooted in the mission of the Eucharistic Community of St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Primary School has a particular responsibility to support parents in their task of nurturing their children 

in faith, love, and human growth. 

We believe that through our school we enable our parishioners to experience a vibrant, Christian 

community whereby we as a parish engage with the world and offer an experience of the Gospel to all 

who have contact with us    

To achieve this we will reflect annually on our practice, celebrate and consolidate our successes and 

realistically explore ways of journeying more closely together. 

 

Member of staff responsible: Sarah Wakefield 

 Reviewed:  

 Signed…………………………………….. (Head teacher) 

 Date…………………………………………. 

 

 


