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The teaching of World religions at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Castleford, prepares our pupils for life in modern Britain, giving them an 

understanding of the beliefs of others. This in turn will improve social cohesion and contribute to the common good by increasing mutual respect 

between those of different religions.  We understand the importance of learning about the religion and cultures of those who do not share the 

Catholic faith, as it is one of the ways in which we, as a Catholic school, embody the call to love one’s neighbour. As the Church says, “The love 

for all men and women is necessarily also a love for their culture.” (Congregation for Catholic Education p61).   

The staffs of St Joseph’s also endeavour to promote “a willingness… to try to understand better the religion of one’s neighbours, and to 

experience something of their religious life and culture.” (Catholic Bishops' Conference p3).   

Also, some of the children in our school are practicing members of other faiths and our school values the need to be places of hospitality for 

these children. It is an act of respect and courtesy that our curriculum helps them to reflect on the nature of their own religious identity. As the 

Church says, “All children and young people [including those of other faiths in our Catholic school] must have the same possibilities for arriving 

at the knowledge of their own religion as well as of elements that characterise other religions.” (Congregation for Catholic Education)  

 

Our Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 children begin to learn the key principals of the world religions actively through story.  Our Lower Key 

Stage 2 children will then strengthen their knowledge of the key principals and followings with a more detailed study, where our children learn 

about a range of elements such as: the places of worship, religious symbols, and key festivals.  We develop this further with our Upper Key 

Stage 2 children, as they begin to deepen their understanding through comparative work of the world religions, to that of the Catholic faith.  

They specifically compare the major followings of the faiths from: scripture to the religious founding leaders or even morals of the faiths. 

 

 

 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/CBCEW-Home/Departments/Dialogue-and-Unity/Other-Religions/Bishops-Document
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/%20http:/www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20131028_dialogo-interculturale_en.html
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Foundation 

Stage 
RE Baseline  and developing children’s 

understanding of Catholicism 

Judaism 

 

The Seder Meal 

 

Judaism 

 

Study of Jewish patterns / art 

 

Year 1 
Islam 

 

Symbols of Islam 

Islam 

 

The 5 pillars of Islam 

 

 

Islam 

 

The story of Eesa. 

 

Year 2 

Judaism 

 

What is Judaism? 

Similarities / differences to Christianity 

Judaism 

 

The story of Passover 

 

Judaism 

 

Study of Jewish place of worship 

- synagogue 

Discussion of the features of a 

synagogue 

Key Stage 2 teaching of other faiths enables pupils to compare and contrast to Christianity. 

Year 3 

Islam 

 

What is Islam? 

Similarities / differences to Christianity 

Islam 

 

Study of Ramadan. 

 

Study of Islamic patterns. 

Islam 

 

A study of Islamic celebrations and 

festivals 

 

Year 4 

Judaism 

 

Go through some of the key important 

symbols of Judaism: 

- The Star of David 

- The Menorah 

- The Mezuzah 

- The Torah 

- The Ark 

Judaism 

 

Examine symbols in Christianity and 

whether any of them compare with the 

symbols of Judaism. 

 

 

Examine Passover to link into the work 

done on Moses and the Last Supper. 

 

Judaism 

 

A study of Jewish celebrations and 

festivals  
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Year 5 

 

Islam 

 

A brief study of the Qur’an and how this 

enables Muslims to live a good live.  

Children to write a set of instructions about 

how to live a good life. 

 

 

Islam 

 

Study of the five pillars of Islam.  For 

each Pillar, the children are to carry out 

activities such as writing their own 

prayers, considering how they can be 

deputies for God and creating a journey 

for themselves which will bring them 

closer to God. 

 

Islam 

 

Visit Islamic place of worship  

 

Study of the Islamic place of worship 

– Mosque. 

Discussion / Comparison of the 

features of a mosque. 

 

Year 6 

Judaism 

 

Children to examine Israel as a holy place 

for Judaism.  Read and discuss information 

which discussed Jewish roots which stem 

back to Abraham and review the 

importance of Abraham to Jews. 

 

Children are to learn the importance of 

Israel in the Torah. 

Judaism 

 

Examine a selection of images of Israel 

and then ask the children to consider why 

Israel is so important for Jews and also 

why is it so important for Christians. 

Judaism 

Examine the role of the Rabbi and 

Synagogues and compare to that of a 

Priest in a Church. 

 

Visit Jewish place of worship 

 


