
 

 

Welcome to our Year 5 Autumn term Newsletter. We hope you have all had a wonderful and 

happy summer break! We would like to take this opportunity to welcome your child into Y5 and 

the new school year with ourselves Mrs Briggs, Mrs Broadbent and Teaching Assistants Mrs 

Williamson, Mrs Pycroft and Mrs Raynor. Miss Sisson’s and Mrs Ward will teach the class on a 

Wednesday afternoon also.  Over the next half term we have planned lots of exciting and busy 

opportunities. We are looking forward to working with your child and would like to thank you for 

your continued support. 

 The themes being studied this term are Ancient Egyptians and Understanding Rivers 

Religious 

Education 

Creation 

During the first half term the children will be discussing and exploring the creation 

story in greater depth. They will be able to retell, in greater the detail, the creation story 

from the book of Genesis and show a greater understanding. They will learn how 

science and religion view creation, recognising different points of view on the event 

and ask their own questions. The children will also discuss suffering in connection to 

the story of Adam and Eve. In connection with the Virtues to live by, the children will 

reflect on their gifts and how we are called by God o share those gifts with others. 

 

God’s Covenants  

The children will begin this topic by demonstrating rating a detailed knowledge of the 

story of either Noah, Abraham or Moses and an understanding of what a covenant is. 

They will show some understanding of how the decisions of Abraham were informed 

by his beliefs. In addition, the children will continue to make links between the virtues 

of faith and courage by giving reasons for their importance in life. This will lead onto 

showing some understanding of the commandments by making links between the 

commandments and their lives. 

 

English 

Reading 

Fiction 

Journey to Jo’burg 

Information Texts 
Stephen Hawking, Maya Civilisation, Atlas’ and Maps 

Writing 
Setting descriptions using both descriptive and figurative language.  

Writing a non-chronological report. 

Recount/flashback writing. 

Writing an informal letter. 

Grammar 

Using expanded noun phrases to add extra detail. Expand their knowledge on the use of 

adverbials. Build upon devices used for cohesion such as using time and place 

adverbials. 

Spelling 

Children will be expected to spell common exception words from Y3/4 and depending 

on this success they will move onto the Year 5 spellings. The children are using their 

handwriting lessons to also practice their spellings. 
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Maths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number and place value 

1000s,100s, 10s and 1s 

Numbers to 1,000,000 

Rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, 10,000, 100,000 and 1 million. 

Comparing and ordering numbers to 1,000,000 

Negative numbers 

Roman numerals to 1,000 

Number: addition and subtraction 

Add two 4 digit numbers with more than one exchange 

Subtract two 4 digit numbers with more than one exchange 

Subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits (column method) 

Round to estimate  

Inverse operations 

Multi step subtraction problems. 

Statistics 

Interpret charts 

Comparison, sum and difference 

Read and interpret line graphs 

Draw line graphs 

Use line graphs to solve problems 

Timetables 

Science 

Materials  

By the end of the topic, the children will be able  to; 

 Compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, 

including their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and 

thermal), and response to magnets  

 Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe 

how to recover a substance from a solution  

 Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be 

separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating 

 Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular 

uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic 

 Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 

 Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this 

kind of change is not usually reversible, including changes associated with burning 

and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

  

Forces 

The children will continue to work and think scientifically, developing their skills, 

knowledge and language of science. 

By the end of the topic, the children will be able  to; 

 Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of 

gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object  

 Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act between 

moving surfaces  

 Recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller 

force to have a greater effect. 

Humanities 

History – first half term 

Maya Civilisation  

By the end of this history topic the children will have learned about; 
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 Who were the Maya people and where in the world did they live. 

 Understand the religious beliefs that the Maya people had and how this 

influenced their society. 

 Show an understanding of how the Maya number system works. 

 Use a range of sources to learn about the Maya Civilisation.  

 Learn about the Mayan writing system. 

 What foods were eaten by the Mayan people. 

 

Geography – second half term 

Enough for everyone 

By the end of this Geography topic the children will be able to; 

 

 Identify important features of a settlement site.  

 Rank human needs by importance to me.  

 Tell you the main stages of electricity distribution.  

 Use an atlas to locate a given place.  

 Label a map using a key.  

 Identify what makes an energy source renewable.  

 Find the country or town of origin on a food label.  

 List some foods that are produced in the UK.  

 Tell you what food miles are.  

 Identify ways to reduce food wastage.  

 Tell you that food shortages are a global problem.  

 Tell you about the causes of food shortages in a country in South or Central 

America.  

 Reflect on my own role in reducing resource shortages around the world.  

 

Computing 

E Safety- Safe use of the internet 

Coding – Using and making simple programs 

 

Physical 

Education 

Swimming 

Details to follow. 

Games  

Mrs Broadbent on Friday 

PE days are Tuesday and Friday 

 

Art 

Pencil Drawings and shading techniques 

The children will be sketching using a range of HB pencils and will improve their 

sketching skills by sketching from different angles, using some new shading 

techniques and then choosing a way to showcase this skills at the end of the topic. 

 

Design 

Technology 

Global Food  

In the second half of the autumn term the children will be learning about Global Food. 

By the end of the topic, all children will be able to; 

 

• Name some varied ingredients and say which part of the world they come from.  

• Explain the different food groups on the eat-well plate. 

• Follow a simple recipe.  

• Use some basic food skills, such as grating and chopping, which enable them to 
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prepare a variety of simple savoury dishes. 
 

Music 
Weekly keyboard lesson every Friday morning. 

Charanga music lessons with the class teacher. 

PSHCE/RS

E  

Healthy Living 

Internet Safety 

Through drama and role play we will discuss our weekly ‘Virtues to live by’* and 

how these virtues impact upon our thoughts and feelings, actions, choices and 

responsibilities.   

 

In Our Relationships lessons we will explore the theme ‘Created to Live in 

Community’ and explore the individual’s relationship with the wider world. Here we 

explore how human beings are relational by nature and are called to love others in the 

wider community through service, through dialogue and through working for the 

Common Good 

In Living in the Wider World we will teach the children some of the principles of 

Catholic Social Teaching from Together For The Common Good, which will help 

them to fulfil their purpose of making a difference in the world around them. Teaching 

includes the common good, the human person, social relationships and stewardship. 

 

 

Class Information 

Homework  

As our children transition into full-time school all we ask is that you keep up with reading in the first 

instance. We will send the first homework activity on Google Classrooms on Monday 4th October. 

 

Reading book 

Your child will bring home their reading book every day.  

We really look forward to a successful term and once again thank you in advance for your continued support 

and encouragement you give to your child. We hope that you find this letter helpful when talking to your 

child about his/her work and please do ask if you have any further questions 

Kindest regards, 

 

The Year Five Team 

 

 


