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A VOLUNTARY ACADEMY 
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THE BISHOP KONSTANT CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST 



Mission Statement 

We at St Joseph’s believe that the Catholic Faith should be central to 

and permeate all aspects of school life. We aim to achieve this through 

the teaching of the curriculum, prayer and worship. 

 

All members of the staff at St Joseph’s both teaching and support staff 

should be encouraged and supported to develop their talents and skills 

for their own professional development and for the benefit of the 

school. 

 

We aim to foster a caring environment where individuals value and 

respect one another. We should develop effective communication 

through sensitive talking and listening. 

 

We should positively encourage and enable the children to fulfil their 

own potential, building their self- confidence and self-esteem and 

equipping them with the knowledge and skills they will require in later 

life. 

 

We aim to increase each child’s awareness of the need for discipline 

and ultimately develop self-discipline. 

We recognise the importance of and aim to develop a working 

reciprocal partnership between home, school and parish. We also 

encourage the children to take an interest in and play an active part in 

the wider community. 

 

As followers of Jesus Christ our Mission at St Joseph’s is to provide the 

opportunity for each individual to develop intellectually, morally and 

spiritually in a happy and caring environment. 

 

 

‘Walking with Jesus as one family’ 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Aims of the Early reading curriculum policy: 
 

 We believe reading underpins many other aspects of learning and is of 

vital importance. 
 We aim to develop pupils' reading through progressive phonics teaching, 

guided reading, home share books, and shared reading, individual 

reading and library access so that children will learn to read widely, 

fluently, frequently and with good understanding and pleasure. 
 We aim to involve parents in improving their child’s reading through 

training workshops, school library, home-share diaries and home-share 

books, including e-books with Bug Club. 
 We aim that reading will have a high priority in school, promoting a good 

model of reading with expression, enjoyment and understanding, through 

daily shared reading and access to books in an inviting reading area. 
 We aim that all children have the opportunity to have a high quality text 

read to them every day in school. This is through the schools ‘Reading 

Spine’ which adults have access to in every class. 
 Reading has a high status at St Joseph’s with success celebrated in 

assemblies through Reading Challenges. 

  

Teaching and Learning: 
 

Transition from Early Years settings 

St Joseph’s does not have a nursery but we put great importance on links with 

Early Years providers and home.  

We have transition meetings in place and information on early reading is shared 

with parents as children begin school. 

Parents are encouraged to share books daily and are signposted to the local 

library of which we have strong links with. 

During home visits children are encouraged to share their favourite books with 

their new teacher. 

 

Foundation Stage 
In Foundation stage, an emphasis of phonics teaching will support children’s 

understanding that letters represent codes in spoken words which will support 

their decoding of the printed word. Floppy’s Phonics will be used as a basis for a 

daily phonics session. Consistency in approach is key and all staff deliver phonics 

in the same structured way. 

An interest in books is developed by sharing songs, stories and rhymes, fostering 

opportunities to talk and re-enact stories or follow children’s interests through 

information books. The curriculum is planned around story books and continuous 

provision is enhanced using chosen books. Books are shared with the children 

daily and children are motivated to look at and talk about story and information 

books in their child initiated play by utilising books in all areas of the provision. 



 

Each child will take home two reading books every week to share with their 

families. These are matched to the child’s phonic knowledge. 

In the summer term Foundation Stage begin a differentiated guided reading 

program once a week following objectives from the Early Years Foundation 

Stage curriculum. During this time children are supported by a teacher in small 

groups to develop their speaking and reading skills. This is also an opportunity to 

promote positive reading and learning behaviours. Children’s progress is 

recorded in a guided reading folder. By the summer term all children will be 

involved in guided reading. 

 

Throughout child initiated learning time children have the opportunity to explore 

books of their own interest in quiet and inviting book corners.  

 

Year 1 
In Year 1 Children continue to work through the Floppy’s phonics scheme with a 

daily phonics lesson and, in addition, will complete a guided reading session 

daily in differentiated groups. Decodable books continue to be used and are 

matched to the children’s phonic knowledge. Objectives and success criteria 

are taken from the National Curriculum and are matched to the child’s ability. 

Children’s progress is recorded individually in a guided reading folder. 

 

Children will take the phonics screening check in the summer term and are 

prepared for this in addition to the daily phonics sessions.  

 

Children have opportunities throughout the school day to explore books of their 

own interest. 

  

Year 2 
As children progress into Year 2, phonics teaching continues to ensure children’s 

fluent decoding of new words to support their reading. Children will also learn to 

derive meaning from what they read, either in the form of retrieval of facts or 

developing skills of inference and deduction. Children are introduced to 

develop in these skills through ‘VIPERS’ questioning (vocabulary, inference, 

prediction, explanation, retell, sequence).  

 

Guided reading will take place throughout the week. Objectives and success 

criteria are taken from the National Curriculum and are matched to the child’s 

ability. Book banding is used to identify a child’s reading level. Children’s 

individual progress is recorded in a guided reading folder. 

In Year 2 children take home books and are expected to be able to discuss the 

books they have read at home. 

 

Children who did not meet the phonics threshold in Year 1 will retake the check 

in Year 2. These children are supported through intervention and extra phonic 

provision. 

 

Children have opportunities to explore books of their own interest in the class 

book corner. 



 

Assessment 

 
In Foundation stage and Year 1 children are assessed every half term within the 

Floppy’s phonics program, according to the stage they are on. The results are 

shared with SLT and English coordinator.  

 

In Year 1 the children will be tested using previous phonic screening tests prior to the 

screening date in June. The data will be analysed by the class teacher and any 

necessary interventions will be planned for the children that require them.  

In Foundation stage, Year 1 and Year 2 children are assessed formatively in regard to 

reading. This informs which book they are reading in line with the phonics program 

and it also gives the teacher a clear picture of where the children are in terms of 

national expectations. 


