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School, Castleford 

A Guide for Parents of 

children returning to school 



 

Important information: 
 
We will be moving from the current childcare setting and returning to an  
educational setting. However education will not be returning to normal.  
  
Priority will continue to be given to vulnerable children and the children of 
critical workers. We will continue to ask you for ID and further evidence.   
Follow this link to see the list of critical workers:            
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-
authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision  
 
If the numbers of children of critical workers/vulnerable pupils  
Increase, we will have to reduce the number of pupils coming into school.  

 
What happens when I drop/collect my child? 
 
 Only one Parent/Carer will be permitted to drop off or pick up, as per the 

DFE guidance. 
 You will be provided with strict drop off and collection times and an en-

try door and gate. 
 You must adhere to social distancing at all times. 
 Entrance points will be clearly marked and  staff will welcome children in  

(further information to follow). 
 Parents/carers will not be permitted into the school building at any 

point, therefore, if your child cannot come into school  
       unaided, you will need to calm them or take them away. We must avoid 
 causing unnecessary stress to our children and risk of too many  
 parents being in one area of the playground.   
 If you need to contact the school please either phone the school office, 

or send an email as there will be NO access to the school office.  

 Each child will be provided with their own stationery/equipment, etc.  
 Children who currently receive universal free school meals will continue 

to receive a free school packed lunch if they are in school. Those children 
who receive Free School Meals vouchers will continue to do so until we 
receive more guidance from the DfE.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


Extra Information 
 

 Children will need to wear non-uniform (manageable clothing 
and suitable shoes—no laces for children in FS and Y1). The DfE 
advises that children should come to school in a clean set of 
clothes each day, to lower the risk of contamination as much as 
possible, therefore, this MUST be adhered to. PE kits will not be 
required.  

 No earrings or jewellery. 
 Children must not bring a bag or book bag, they must only bring 

a water bottle, coat and sunhat. Any packed lunches must be 
brought in a clean lunchbox each day.  

 Children MUST bring their own, labelled water bottles into 
school every day. These should be full  on entry and be cleaned 
at home at the end of each day.   

 Please ensure your child has sun-cream applied before school 
and that their shoulders are covered, as much of our learning 
will take place outside. 

 Children will placed into ‘bubbles’ (groups) of 15 at a  
 maximum and will remain in these groups until further notice.  
 Two staff members will be allocated to each ‘bubble’ and will   
 remain in this ‘bubble’. This means that many children may  not 
 be with their current class teacher and may not be with all of 
 their friends.  
 Each group will stay together, they will have playtimes and lunch 

together and we will minimise their contact with other groups of 
children within school, as much as possible, following the       
guidance issued by the DfE.   

 We cannot guarantee a distance of 2m between each child at all 
times.  



 Children will eat their lunch in their learning space, remaining In their 
‘bubble’.  

 Children and staff from different ‘bubbles’ will not be permitted to come 

together.  

 Staff will not be able to change children, therefore if your child has a  

 toileting accident you will be contacted to come and collect your child. 

 First Aid will be administered  for minor accidents  and you  will be  

 informed  of this by our  texting service. 

 Each child will sit at an allocated desk with their name on it each day 
 The cloakrooms will not be used, children will walk directly into their 

classroom and place their coat, water bottle and lunchbox at their own 
desk.  

 
How will Home Learning continue for those not attending School? 

 

 To support those children who will remain at home learning, a weekly 

home learning letter will continue to be sent out, and available on the 

schools website, along with the learning resources. The learning packs 

online will also be used in school so that all children have the same  

 opportunity to learn. These resources do not need printing as the work 

 can be completed in on paper/in notepads.   

 We will continue to stay in regular contact with you and provide you with 

 regular updates.  

 

What happens if I don’t send my child? 

 

For children in FS, Y1 and Y6, you will need to follow the School’s usual 

attendance policy and ring school every day before 9.00 to explain that they 

will not be in school.   

 



The latest DfE guidance states:  

 

What happens if someone becomes unwell at an educational or childcare setting?  

 

If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough, high temperature or loss of 

taste and smell in an education or childcare setting, they must be sent home and  

advised to follow the COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus  

infection guidance.  

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in a setting?  

 

When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms  compatible with  

coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their  

fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and children who are 

attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display 

symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario.  

 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their 

setting and the fellow household members can end their self-isolation.  

 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their ’bubble’ 

within their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-

isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider ’bubble’ do not need to 

self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group       

subsequently develops symptoms.  

If a staff member begins to display symptoms during the school day they will leave 

school immediately and self-isolate, following the Government's guidance.   

 

If a child displays symptoms during the school day they will be placed in the  room next 

to Mrs Spencer’s Office, a designated space for this purpose, and a staff member wear-

ing PPE will sit with the child until a Parent/Carer collects them.  Parents/Carers will 

need to collect their child immediately.   

 



Who is ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’? 

Clinically extremely vulnerable people may include the following people.  Disease  

severity, history or treatment levels will also affect who is in the group: 

1. Solid organ transplant recipients. 

2. People with specific cancers: 

- people with cancer who are undergoing active chemotherapy 

- people with lung cancer who are undergoing radical radiotherapy 

- people with cancers of the blood or bone marrow such as leukaemia, lymphoma or 

myeloma who are at any stage of treatment 

- people having immunotherapy or other continuing antibody treatments for cancer 

- people having other targeted cancer treatments which can affect the immune system, 

such as protein kinase inhibitors or PARP inhibitors 

- people who have had bone marrow or stem cell transplants in the last 6 months, or 

who are still taking immunosuppression drugs. 

3. People with severe respiratory conditions including all cystic fibrosis, severe asthma 

and severe chronic obstructive pulmonary (COPD). 

4. People with rare diseases that significantly increase the risk of infections (such as  

severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID), homozygous sickle cell). 

5. People on immunosuppression therapies sufficient to significantly increase risk of in-

fection. 

People in this group should have been contacted to tell them they are clinically  

extremely vulnerable. 

 

What protective measures have school implemented? 

 The entire school has been deep cleaned 

 Door handles, toilets, desks and chairs will be cleaned regularly and throughout the 

day.  

 Resources have been minimised  and will be cleaned at the end of every day.  

 Windows will be open at all times to allow ventilation 



 Children and staff will wash their hands on entry to school and regularly  

 throughout the day  

 Soap and hot water, as always, is available in every toilet 

 Hand sanitiser continues to be available is all spaces across school 

 Lidded bins are in all spaces across school 

 Disposable tissues continue to be located in all areas across school, to implement 

the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 All spaces have been provided with kits, including cleaning products, gloves, 

aprons, etc., to ensure cleaning takes place throughout the day.  

 Reading books will continue not be sent home or received from home to continue 

to minimise risk.  

 We are not able to offer Breakfast Club or After School Provision as this would 

mean children and staff from different ‘bubbles’ would mix.  Critical workers   

 children can arrive from 8:00 but no later than 8.30 unless agreed by Mrs  

 Spencer.  

 All children will have a bagel on a morning. 

What can I do before my child comes back to school? 

 Explain that our staff are really looking forward to  seeing your child back at school 

 Talk and prepare your child, explain that school will be a little different 

  Talk to them about hygiene with tissues and handwashing and make sure your  

 children’s finger nails are short and clean 

 Explain to your child that they will not be with all of their friends 

 Explain to your child that they will not necessarily be with their Class Teacher 

(details to follow) 

 Prepare them for eating their lunch in their learning space 

 Talk to them about trying to stay in their own space 

 If your child is having a school dinner, ensure they have chosen on-line before they 

come to school. (All children in FS  and KS1 are still entitled to a free school meal) 

 Watch the video about returning to school (coming soon on school website) 



 

How can I help to reduce risk? 

 

 Send your child in a clean set of clothes every day. 

 Send your child with only a water bottle, lunch box (if they are not having a school 

dinner), coat and sunhat. 

 If your child or anyone in the family is showing any signs of illness, please do not 

send your child into school. You should  contact school to let them know why your 

child is off as normal. 

 Stay 2 metres apart at ALL times and do not congregate on the school playground. 

 Do not put our staff at risk by breaching social distancing rules. 

 Do not enter the school building. 

 

 

 

School will only be open to vulnerable children and critical worker children on  

Friday afternoon, it will be closed to all other children.  

 

We appreciate that this may cause you inconvenience but it will ensure that we can clean resources and equipment 

ready for the next week. Teachers will also be able to use this time to complete other tasks that are now expected from 

them, in a manner that causes least disruption to school. This may change, depending on further advice from the DfE 

and numbers in school.  

 

NOTE: This plan hinges on all staff remaining well. If the staffing is compromised by illness or needing to self -isolate 

we may at any point need to reduce the numbers of pupils in school.  

 

This guide contains a lot of information so if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact  

Mrs  Sarah Spencer on  01977555780 or alternatively email admin@sjc.bkcat.co.uk 


