
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Long term plan for Geography 2020-2021 

Year 1 

Autumn 1 

Around the World 

Spring 1 

Wonderful Weather 

Summer 1 

Travel and Transport 

Sticky Knowledge (Knowledge to be retained) 

Know the features of a hot and cold place in the world 

Know where the equator, North Pole and South Pole are on a globe 

Know which is NSEW on a compass 

 

Know which are the hottest and coldest seasons in the UK 

Know and recognise the main weather symbols 

 

Know the name of the country city/town that they live in 

Know their address including their postcode 

Know the names of the four countries of the UK 

Progression in skills and knowledge 

Use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map.  

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and it countries.  Use simple fieldwork and observational 

skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

Geographical Enquiry 

•Can they answer some 

questions using different 

Physical Geography 

 

Human Geography 

 

Geography Knowledge 

 



resources, such as books, the 

internet and atlases? 

•Can they answer questions 

about the weather? 

•Can they keep a weather 

chart? 

 

•Can they saywhat they like  

about theirlocality? 

•Can they sort things they like 

and don’t like? 

•Can they answer some 

questions using different 

resources, such as books, the 

internet and atlases? 

•Can they think of a few 

relevant questions to ask 

about <a locality>? 

 

 

•Can they explain the main 

features of ahot and cold 

place? 

•Can they explain how 

theweather changes with each 

season? 

 

 

•Can they tellsomeonetheir 

address? 

•Can they describe <a locality> 

using words and pictures? 

•Can they name key features 

associated with a town or 

village, eg, church, farm, shop, 

house? 

 

•Can they begin to explain why 

they would wear different 

clothes at different times of 

the year? 

•Can they say something about 

the people who live in hot and 

cold places? 

•Can they explain what they 

might wear if they lived in a 

very hot or a very cold place? 

 

•Can they point out where the 

equator, north pole and south 

pole are on a globe or atlas? 

•Can they identify the four 

countriesmaking up the United 

Kingdom? 

•Can they name some of the 

main towns and cities in the 

United Kingdom? 

 

Vocabulary 

understand and use vocabulary such as: 

beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, and weather:city, town, village, factory, farm, 

house,office, and shop: North, South, East and West; near and far, ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’  

 

Year 2 

Autumn  1 Spring 1 Spring 2 



My World and Me Safari 

 

At the Farm 

 

Sticky Knowledge (Knowledge to be retained) 

 

Progression in skills and knowledge 

 Use an infant atlas to name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.  Name and 

locate the major features with the UK.  Name and locate the world’s seven continents and 5 oceans. Identify places in a 

contrasting location. 

Geographical Enquiry 

 

•Can they label a diagram or 

photograph using some 

geographical words? 

•Can they find out about a 

locality by using different 

sources of evidence? 

•Can they find out about a 

locality by asking some 

relevant questions to someone 

else? 

•Can they saywhat they like 

and don’t like about 

Physical Geography 

 

•Can they describe some 

physical features of their own 

locality? 

•Can they explain what makes 

a locality special? 

•Can they describe some 

places which are not near the 

school? 

•Can they describe aplace 

outside Europeusing 

geographical words? 

 

•Can they describe some 

human features of theirown 

locality, such as the jobs 

people do? 

•Can they explain how the jobs 

people do may be different in 

different parts of the world? 

•Do they think that people 

ever spoil the area? How? 

•Do they think that people try 

to make the area better? 

How? 

•Can they explain what 

facilities a town or village 

might need? 

Geography Knowledge 

 

•Can they name the continents 

of the world and find them in 

an atlas? 

•Can they name the world’s 

oceans and find them in an 

atlas? 

•Can they namethe major 

cities of England, Wales, 

Scotland and Ireland? 

•Can they find where they live 

on a map of the UK? 

 



theirlocalityand another 

locality like the seaside? 

 

•Can they describe someof the 

features associated with an 

island? 

•Can they describe the key 

features of a place, using 

words like, beach, coast 

forest, hill, mountain, ocean, 

valley? 

 

 

Vocabulary 

understand and use vocabulary such as:  

beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, and weather:city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 

office, and shop: North, South, East and West: near and far 

 

Year 3 

Autumn 1 

The UK 

Spring 1 

Our European Neighbours 

 

Summer 1 

Village Settlers 

 

Sticky Knowledge (Knowledge to be retained) 

 

Know the names of and locate eight counties ad at least 6 cities in England 

 

Know the names of and locate at least 8 European countries 

Use maps to locate European countries and capitals 

Know at least 5 differences between living in the UK and a med country 

Know the names of 4 countries from the Southern and northern hemispheres 

 

Know and name the 8 points of a compass 



Know how to plan a journey within the UK using a road map 

 

Progression in skills and knowledge 

 Can I use maps to locate the countries of Europe?  Can I locate the countries in Europe, concentrating on their environmental 

regions?  Can I locate the countries in Europe, concentrating on their key physical and human characteristics?  Can I locate the 

major cities in the UK?  Can I study the land--use patterns of an area the United Kingdom linked to the area I am studying and 

say how these have changed over time?  Can I use photographs to critically study the topographical features of an area in the 

United Kingdom linked to the area I am studying?  Can I study the geographical similarities and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of contrasting regions in the United Kingdom? 

Geographical Enquiry 

 

•Do they use correct 

geographical words to 

describe a place and the 

events that happen there? 

•Can they identify key 

features of a locality by using 

a map? 

•Can they begin to use 4 

figure grid references? 

•Can they accurately plot 

NSEW on a map? 

•Can they use some basic OS 

map symbols? 

Physical Geography 

 

•Can they use maps and 

atlases appropriately by using 

contents and indexes? 

•Can they describe how 

volcanoes are created? 

•Can they describe how 

earthquakes are created? 

•Can they confidently describe 

physical features in a locality? 

•Can they locate the 

Mediterranean and explain 

why it is a popular holiday 

destination? 

Human Geography 

 

•Can they describe how 

volcanoes have an impact on 

people’s lives? 

•Can they confidently describe 

human features in a locality? 

•Can they explain why a 

locality has certain human 

features? 

•Can they explain why a place 

is like it is? 

•Can they explain how the lives 

of people living in the 

Mediterranean would be 

different from their own? 

Geography Knowledge 

 

•Can they name a number of 

countries in the Northern 

Hemisphere? 

•Can they locate and name 

some of the world’s most 

famous volcanoes? 

•Can they name and locate 

some well-known European 

countries? 

•Can they name and locate the 

capital cities of neighbouring 

European countries?  

•Are they aware of different 

weather in different parts of 

the world, especially Europe? 



•Can they make accurate 

measurement of distances 

within 100Km? 

 

•Can they recognise the 8 

points of the compass (N,NW, 

W, S, SW, SE, E, NE)? 

 

  

Vocabulary 

 

Year 4 

Autumn 1 

Local Geography 

Spring 1 

Where does our food come from? 

Summer 1 

Extreme Earth 

 

Sticky Knowledge (Knowledge to be retained) 

 

To know where the hottest and coldest climates in the world would be 

 

 

Progression in skills and knowledge 

Gather information  Ask geographical questions  Use a simple database to present findings from fieldwork  Record findings 

from fieldtrips  Use a database to present findings  Use appropriate terminology  Sketching  Draw an annotated sketch from 

observation including descriptive / explanatory labels and indicating direction  Audio/Visual  Select views to photograph  Add 

titles and labels giving date and location information  Consider how photo’s provide useful evidence use a camera independently  

Locate position of a photo on a map  Using maps  Follow a route on a large scale map  Locate places on a range of maps (variety 

of scales)  Identify features on an aerial photograph, digital or computer map  Begin to use 8 figure compass and four figure 

grid references to identify features on a map  Map knowledge  Locate Europe on a large scale map or globe,  Name and locate 

countries in Europe (including Russia) and their capitals cities  Making maps  Recognise and use OS map symbols, including 

completion of a key and understanding why it is important  Draw a sketch map from a high viewpoint 

Geographical Enquiry 

 

Physical Geography 

 

Human Geography 

 

Geography Knowledge 

 



•Can they carry out a survey 

to discover features of cities 

and villages? 

•Can they find the same place 

on a globe and in an atlas? 

•Can they label the same 

features on an aerial 

photograph as on a map? 

•Can they plan a journey to a 

place in England? 

•Can they accurately measure 

and collect information (e.g. 

rainfall, temperature, wind 

speed, noise levels etc.)? 

 

•Can they describe the main 

features of a well-known city? 

•Can they describe the main 

features of a village? 

•Can they describe the main 

physical differences between 

cities and villages? 

•Can they use appropriate 

symbols to represent 

different physical features on 

a map? 

 

•Can they explain why people 

are attracted to live in cities? 

•Can they explain why people 

may choose to live in a village 

rather than a city? 

•Can they explain how a 

locality has changed over time 

with reference to human 

features? 

•Can they find different views 

about an environmental issue? 

What is their view? 

•Can they suggest different 

ways that a locality could be 

changed and improved? 

 

•Can they locate the Tropic of 

Cancer and the Tropic of 

Capricorn? 

•Do they know the difference 

between the British Isles, 

Great Britain and UK? 

•Do they know the countries 

that make up the European 

Union? 

•Can they name up to six cities 

in the UK and locate them on a 

map? 

•Can they locate and name 

some of the main islands that 

surround the UK? 

•Can they name the areas of 

origin of the main ethnic 

groups in the UK & in their 

school? 

 

Vocabulary 

Year 5 

Autumn 1 

Understanding Rivers 

Spring 1 

North America Study 

Summer 1 

??? 

Sticky Knowledge (Knowledge to be retained) 

Know and label the main features of a river 

Know the name and locate a number of the world’s longest rivers 

Explain the features of the water cycle. 

 

Identify the countries of North America 

Know the different biomes of North America 



To know the difference between human and physical geography of North America 

To name the capital cities of 5 North American countries 

To know the main differences between Britain and a North American country 

 

 

 

 

Progression in skills and knowledge 

 

Geographical Language  To describe route and direction, location linking 8 points of compass to degrees on compass; link words 

to theme e.g. river – erosion/ depositation/ transportation: coasts – long shore drift/ headland.  Enquiry (builds on questions 

from previous years)  Ask questions: what is this landscape like? how has it changed? what made it change? how is it changing?  

Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. compare historical maps of varying scales: temperature of various locations – 

influence on people/ everyday life.  Identify and explain different views of people including themselves; design and use 

questionnaires to obtain views of community on subject.  Collect and record evidence; conduct a land use survey; categorise 

codes.  Communicate in ways appropriate to task and audience e.g. persuasive writing – show information on map overlays in 

showing levels of information e.g. old/ new.  Theme  e.g. water and effects on the environment, settlement, environmental 

change, sustainability  Fieldwork: where, why? Use fieldwork techniques  Field sketches should show understanding of pattern/ 

movement/ change.  Map work/ atlas work  Draw in scale – accuracy of scale locate information/ place with speed and accuracy; 

use key to make deductions about landscape/ industry/ features etc. 

 

Geographical Enquiry 

 

•Can they collect information 

about a place and use it in a 

report? 

•Can they map land use? 

•Can they find possible 

answers to their own 

geographical questions? 

Physical Geography 

 

•Can they explain why many 

cities of the world are 

situated by rivers? 

•Can they explain how a 

location fits into its wider 

geographical location; with 

reference to physical 

features? 

Human Geography 

 

•Can they explain why people 

are attracted to live by 

rivers? 

•Can they explain how a 

location fits into its wider 

geographical location; with 

reference to human and 

economical features? 

Geography Knowledge 

 

•Can they name and locate 

many of the world’s major 

rivers on maps? 

•Can they name and locate 

many of the world’s most 

famous mountain regions on 

maps?  



•Can they make detailed 

sketches and plans; improving 

their accuracy later? 

•Can they plan a journey to a 

place in another part of the 

world, taking account of 

distance and time? 

 

•Can they explain how the 

water cycle works? 

•Can they explain why water is 

such a valuable commodity? 

 

•Can they explain what a place 

might be like in the future, 

taking account of issues 

impacting on human features? 

 

•Can they locate the USA and 

Canada on a world map and 

atlas? 

•Can they locate and name the 

main countries in South 

America on a world map and 

atlas? 

 

Vocabulary 

Year 6 

Autumn1 

 

History 

Spring 

 

South America 

Summer 

 

The Rainforest 

I’m a year 6 pupil get me out of here 

Sticky Knowledge (Knowledge to be retained) 

 

 

Progression in skills and knowledge 

 

Describe route, direction, location  16 points on compass to degrees on compass  link words to theme e.g. settlement – urban/ 

rural/ land use/ sustainability: rivers – confluence/tributary  ask questions: what is this landscape like? how is it changing? 

What patterns can you see/ how has the pattern changed?  analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. from field work data on 

land use comparing land use/ temperature. Look at patterns and explain reasons behind it  identify and explain different views 

of people including themselves give increased detail of views, justification – detailed reasons influencing views  collect and 

record evidence record measurement of river width/ depth/velocity  communicate in ways appropriate to task and audience e.g. 

use email to exchange information about locality with another school  field sketches should shoe understanding of pattern/ 

movement/change  locate information/ place with speed and accuracy  use key to make deductions about landscape/ 

industry/features etc. 

 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geography Knowledge 



 

•Can they confidently explain 

scale and use maps with a 

range of scales? 

•Can they choose the best way 

to collect information needed 

and decide the most 

appropriate units of measure? 

•Can they make careful 

measurements and use the 

data? 

•Can they use OS maps to 

answer questions? 

•Can they use maps, aerial 

photos, plans and web 

resources to describe what a 

locality might be like? 

 

 

•Can they give extended 

descriptions of the physical 

features of different places 

around the world? 

•Can they describe how some 

places are similar and others 

are different in relation to 

their human features? 

•Can they accurately use a 4 

figure grid reference? 

•Can they create sketch maps 

when carrying out a field 

study? 

 

 

•Can they give an extended 

description of the human 

features of different places 

around the world? 

•Can they map land use with 

their own criteria? 

•Can they describe how some 

places are similar and others 

are different in relation to 

their physical features? 

: 

 

•Can they recognize key 

symbols used on ordnance 

survey maps? 

•Can they name the largest 

desert in the world? 

•Can they identify and name 

the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn as well as the Artic 

and Antarctic circles? 

•Can they explain how the time 

zones work?  

 

Vocabulary 

 


